Billbergia 'Laurie Mountford'

Thc parents are Bill. ‘Hallelujah’ (seed parent) crossed with Bill. vittata (pollen)

crossed 26/07/08, seed sown 26/11/08

Ripe seed was sown and growth was vigorous from the start. Selected seedlings were then harvested and potted into small pots 19/01/09.

Larger seedlings were repotted 24/11/09. Plants were again repotted on 24/01/10 then, as the plants had increased in size, they were gradually potted into larger pots by 26/10/10.

The first plant to flower was on 03/09/10. One mother plant rotted in the centre leaving two half grown pups. Both of these pups are simultaneously flowering, 20/01/11.

Growth of leaves varies noticeably from long to short and thin to wide.

Colour of leaves also varied considerably from light green though ginger, to dark purple. Leaves covered in white spots, sometimes dense and bright, others are sparse and barely visible. 

From the central flower stem to the tip the floral bracts are coloured from apple green to pink and red. Petals are vibrant purple.

From 23 selected plants of the cross 13 have so far flowered. No. 2 was selected as the one to register as ‘Laurie Mountford’.

Non flowering plants are growing vigorously and the majority are pupping with 2 or more pups.

The flowering cycle so far is from September to January.

Fertilising is with Osmocote 11.11.18+ 2mg.

